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Killing a Bear 

(From History of Wabash County Indiana - Helm - 1884)

In February, 1841, as a number of old settlers were wending their way toward Wabash, they discovered about one and one half miles west of the town the tracks of a bear that had crossed the canal the night before. A party of hunters started in pursuit. They followed the trail as far as the brakes of the Eel River, where they ascertained that another party had taken the trail and followed it ahead of them, and that the advance party were mounted, followed by a large pack of dogs. On the afternoon of the next day, Uncle Anthony Keller, then living in a cabin on the present site of Rich Valley, while standing in his door, observed a black object approaching, which he afterward learned was no other than a huge bear. The animal passed by him without changing its course. As soon as the old gentlemen could recall his scattered senses, he seized his rifle and started after the wayfarer, intent on securing the game. Judge Keller and his two sons living nearby on the hill, attracted by the excitements of the occasion, soon joined him in the chase. Jonathan Keller was also one of the party that participated in the enterprise and did his part to make the pursuit interesting.

The bear, it seems, had travelled under the pressure of an active pursuit for twenty-four hours, and from force of circumstances, (was) tired and considerably demoralized. In that condition he was soon treed by the dogs. The tree in which he sought refuge from his pursuers was situated nearby and a little west of the canal lock known as the Matlock lock. The pursuing party was not far behind bruin when he reached the objective point. Uncle Anthony was not long in securing a satisfactory position, where he could see the fugitive distinctly, and in less time than it takes to describe it, a well-directed bullet from his trusty rifle brought his bearship down fatally wounded. In this condition he was immediately surrounded by the dogs, but an offensive stroke from his heavy paw sent them to a respectful distance, wholly indisposed to renew the combat. The bear, however, was finally killed, and taken to Anthony Keller's residence, where it was dressed.

Not long after a number of Indians approached on horseback, the same party who had the previous evening taken the animal's trail. They were followed by a pack of jaded dogs, whose condition clearly indicated their interest in the chase. Uncle Anthony and his companions being fully convinced that the Indians, having been the pursuing party, were entitled to a large share of the booty, if not the whole of it, and so, generously proposed to make a complete surrender of their rights. This proposition was unsatisfactory to the Indians, and they accordingly declined to take all. However after a short interview, in which the rights of all parties were canvassed, a compromise was effected, and the dead bear divided equally between the Indians and white people, all of whom, being conscious that they had acted the honorable part toward each other, expressed their satisfaction and soon departed for their respective homes, well pleased with the excitements of the chase and the division of the spoils. It only remains to say that the Kellers enjoyed a rich repast in discussing the merits of numerous slices of "bear's meat" so opportunely placed within their reach, not so much that there was any necessity for the indulgence of their appetites for "wild meat," but especially because of the desire inherent in the disposition of pioneer men to have it said, feeling assured of its truth, that they had in the course of their experience eaten bear's meat, and had participated in the killing of the animal from whose body the tempting morsels had been taken.

(Editor's note) I hope you too (as I do) enjoy this story for two reasons. First, the story itself as an example of good relations between the two groups and second - the special style of pioneer writing.

